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abominations of the place, I stipulated with the proprietor
for permission to go upon the stage during the interlude,
and address a few words to the lads." The proprietor would
agree only on condition that Barnardo pay him £5. Yet,
extortionate as was the charge, the enthusiast consented,
and handing over half the fee in advance, demanded that
he be permitted to finish his speech without interference
from the management. To this the proprietor agreed,
believing that the audience would quickly terminate the
address.
Accordingly, when the curtain rose, the young student,
"instead of the highwaymen who were to have appeared",
occupied the stage. At once he was recognized by hundreds,
some greeting him with cheers, others with jeers. When the
first uproar subsided, he shouted that if the crowd were
quiet he would sing a song.1 Silence ensued: the song was
sung; and *'having gained complete attention" he "spoke
forcibly of the wrong and harm they were doing themselves
by being present in such a place", pointing out "in simple
terms the joy . . . of the Christian life".
The audience was dumbfounded. Barnardo was now
master of the situation; and, seizing the opportunity, he
bearded the lion in its den. But when his denunciation was
at its height, the lessee rushed furiously upon the stage,
demanding that he leave at once, "Not for ten times £5",
he shouted, "will I permit such an address!" The stage
was now a storm centre, while the auditorium resounded
with shouts. Barnardo's speech was abruptly terminated;
but the enthusiast was unabashed. Turning to his inter-
rupter, he rejoined: "Well, I will leave if you insist upon it;
but in that case, as you have broken your bargain, you must
give me back my money and allow me to tell the boys why
I leave.5' This point the proprietor reluctantly conceded;
x Up to the time of his conversion (1862) Barnardo exhibited no talent for,
or interest in, music; but immediately following that event his emotions
responded to music's call, and realizing its value in worship he set to work
and developed a strong, melodious singing voice.

